
Frinton Park Estate
 Walking Tour

This walking tour guide was produced by Radical 
ESSEX in conjunction with Frinton and Walton 
Heritage Trust on the occasion of ESSEX 
Architecture Weekend, 10 – 11 September 2016. 
Radical ESSEX is a project aiming to re-examine 
the history of the county in relation to radicalism 
in thought, lifestyle, politics and architecture.

bedrooms and a maid’s room. The show 
home brochure indicated it to have Marion 
Dorn carpets and curtains and woodblock 
flooring in Deal or Columbian Pine.

4  Easton Way. Hill planned for plots in 
Easton Way to be allocated to the cream  
of young designers in the contemporary 
style such as Frederick Gibberd, Erich 
Mendelsohn, Serge Chermayeff, Tecton, 
Wells Coates, F. R. S. Yorke, Maxwell  
Fry, W. C. Holford & Gordon Stevenson, 
Raymond McGrath and Connell, Ward  
& Lucas. Unfortunately not many took  
up this opportunity. The houses built  
were designed by R. A. Duncan (number  
10); Hall, Easton & Robertson (number 12); 
Frederick Etchells (numbers 14 and 19); 
Marshall Sisson (number 21); E. Warmley 
Lewis (number 23), as well as Hill himself 
(number 1 and Bala). Of the home Marshall 
Sisson designed, the Managing Director  
of the Frinton Park Estate said ‘it has  
an unfortunate exterior ... (and will) be 
difficult to sell ... Simple square box with 
row of five windows in first floor at front  
and six on the left ... Rather neo-classical 
and Italian fascist’.

5  Central Avenue. Before 2 April 2015,  
if you had gone over the railway bridge you 
would have seen ‘Frinton Park Court’, the 
derelict remains of the intended shopping 
centre designed by Oliver Hill, but now 
unfortunately demolished. Only one bay  
of the circus was ever built.

6  Audley Way. Audley Way was designed 
by Oliver Hill. Numbers 1, 3 and 4, were 
featured in the original sales brochure. 
Number 4, Grade II listed, was built for  
the Rev. Robert Dobie as a seaside annex 

to his college at Great Chesterford, Cambridge. 
Originally there were two ladders on the 
outside, now removed, with the front door 
repositioned and garage added to the right.

7  Graces Walk. Graces Walk was designed  
by J. T. Shelton, the resident architect  
for Tomkins, Homer & Ley with houses  
still showing many of the original features,  
for example the outside ladder at number 18. 
Number 10 is the only purpose built bungalow 
on the Estate to Hill’s design.

8  Quendon Way. Numbers 55 and 57  
were designed by Oliver Hill, named  
Dawn, Grade II listed, and Sunnyholme.  
Both have been sympathetically restored  
and extended for modern living. They  
were pictured in a Country Life article  
‘A Planned Seaside Resort’ in 1935. 

9  Waltham Way. Houses in Waltham Way  
were also designed by J. T. Shelton, based  
on Hill’s designs. Numbers 14 and 22 both  
have new Crittall windows installed. Many 
houses have been sympathetically restored  
for modern living. The only pair of semi-
detached houses, numbers 24 and 26,  
can be found here.

Frinton & Walton Heritage Trust exists to 
consolidate historical knowledge of the local 
area and provide public access to the archives, 
artefacts and exhibits that tell the story of  
the community’s past. For more information 
please visit www.fwheritage.co.uk
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Frinton-on-Sea Area Map mornings every Tuesday from 10am to noon, 
Easter to mid-October, and every third 
Tuesday of the month during the rest of the 
year. The Cottage archives and displays can 
be viewed during the coffee mornings, or at 
other times by appointment with the archivist.

The Frinton and Walton Heritage Trust  
have supplied the following information  
about the key streets to help you explore  
the estate. 

1  Cliff Way. Number 3 was designed by  
R. J. Page, numbers 6 and 7 by Oliver  
Hill, and number 4 a combination of both 
architects. Number 7, now known as The 
Round House is Grade II listed, with a mosaic 
floor depicting the entire community designed 
by Clifford and Rosemary Ellis for Carter  
& Co., Poole. This was illustrated in ‘The 
Architects Journal’ May 30 1935. Originally 
designed to be the Information Bureau with 
an exhibition of modern architecture by RIBA, 
the Office was taken over by local architects 
and estate agents,Tomkins, Homer and Ley  
in July 1935. It was converted into a house 
c.1947.

2  The Leas. Designed by Oliver Hill, The 
Leas displays monolithic, reinforced concrete 
cavity construction, known as the Wheeler 
system. The building was originally washed 
white with shell pink to the soffits. It was 
shown in F. R. S. Yorke’s ‘The Modern House 
in England’ (1937 edition). The outside ladder 
has now been removed and a double garage 
has been added to the left.

3  Warley Way. Number 16 is known  
as Willingale, another of Oliver Hill’s 
masterpieces. It displays render on brick/
blockwork and was a show home with five 

Oliver Hill returned from a spring holiday  
in Palm Bay, Monte Carlo, fired with 
inspiration and enthusiasm for Modernist 
continental architecture. Hill planned  
the whole Estate, specifying the road  
names (those suffixed Ways are named after 
places in Essex) and designed some of the 
best houses including the Estate Information 
Bureau (now The Round House) and the 
proposed hotel in the undercliff, the design  
of which is reminiscent of The Midland Hotel 
at Morecombe.

Frinton & Walton Heritage Trust’s 
headquarters, Crossing Cottage, and  
the Railway Museum houses an impressive 
selection of artefacts and archive material 
that tell the story of the local area. Situated  
in a well-maintained cottage garden, the 
grounds also include a wildlife area and 
information board. This is open for coffee 
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Frinton Park Estate comprises the largest  
group of individually designed Modernist houses 
in the country, by architect Oliver Hill in 1934, 
despite many of the planned houses never  
being built. The prime 40 acres between the 
railway line and the cliff top were to be for 
expensive Modernist houses, whilst areas  
of the rest of the Estate would be zoned for 
houses of high quality architectural designs 
called Tudor, Georgian, Elizabethan, Essex  
and Buckingham, and would be brick-built 
cottage types. Included in the scheme was  
a new railway station and Town Hall, churches, 
schools and a shopping centre designed as  
a circus at Walton Road.


